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Spooky Halloween Savings
Halloween can be a scary time when you’re trying to stick to a budget, because it’s frighteningly 
easy to get caught up in the holiday and lose track of your spending. Between purchasing a 
costume for each member of the family (sometimes even pets!), stocking up on candy, and 
decking out your home for the spookiest of evenings, your Halloween could end up costing you a 
pretty penny. Planning ahead and thinking creatively can save you a lot in the long run. All of the 
ideas listed below have been expanded on Cambridge’s Halloween Pinterest page. Visit us and 
start planning your Halloween now! 

Don’t Wait Until the Last Minute

If you wait too long to prepare for your Halloween festivities, chances are that most of the 
costumes, decorations, and candy will have been picked clean by the time you go shopping. 
That means you may have to go to more than one store and possibly spend more money in order 
to get the items you want. Wasting time, gas, AND money on your Halloween evening? Not ideal. 
Instead, try shopping for your Halloween essentials as soon as the decorations go up in the stores, 
when prices are typically at their lowest. Become an early bird and take advantage of those 
sales!

Make Your Costumes at Home

The best way to save money while still looking like you put a lot of effort into a costume? Make 
it yourself, of course! There are hundreds of costumes you can create at home that will leave 
you and your children looking like you spent much more than you actually did. Look for things 
you have around the house that could easily be turned into a costume. You may already have 
everything you need sitting in a closet, just waiting to be discovered. If your kids are into sports, 
have them wear their uniform and add an inexpensive 1st place medal to make an instant 
Superstar Athlete. Not a sports family? A little minion can appear before your eyes with a pair of 
blue pants, a yellow t-shirt, and some t-shirt paint. (cont’d on back)

1. The Brawny Man
2. Blue Man Group
3. “Jake” from Statefarm
4. “Flo” from Progressive
5. “Rosie” the Riveter

6. Where’s Waldo/Wanda?
7. Mario and Luigi
8. A Wrapped Gift
9. Nerd
10. Mime

Inexpensive
Halloween 
Costumes 

Fall Activites 
for

Your Budget

2. Pumpkin Painting – You don’t 
need to buy the biggest or 
most expensive pumpkins to 
carve every year. Select a few 
smaller ones and paint them 
with acrylic paint to save money 
(and mess!).

1. Scary Movie Night – There’s no need 
to spend much money if you don’t 
want to.  Round up the family, pop in a 
few scary or family-friendly Halloween 
movies, and have a family movie 
night!



Michelle Bailey has been a proud member of the Cambridge family since 1998. She is 
currently the supervisor of two departments - our Proposal Department, and BVAD, our 
Benefits Verification and Analysis Department. 

“I love coming to work every morning. Part of the reason I enjoy my job so much is 
because working at Cambridge means being part of something much bigger than 
myself. Helping people live free from financial trouble is what makes the work I do seem 
more like an opportunity than a job.”

How to Minimize Loss from Burglary
According to the FBI, there were an estimated 1,928,465 burglaries in 2013. Of those, 74% 
targeted residential properties, and the victims suffered about $4.5 billion in losses. We hope your 
home is never the target of one of these criminals acts, but if it is, there are some things you can 
do ahead of time to minimize your financial losses.

Valuables

Most people have a file cabinet, a jewelry box, or a couple of drawers that contain many of 
their most important documents and family heirlooms. Not surprisingly, these items are also some 
of the main targets for burglars. You may think your great-grandmother’s rings are safe in your 
locked file cabinet or dresser drawer, but are they really? The safest thing to do is install a secure 
wall or floor safe in your home. This will deter most burglars, who don’t want to waste time with 
something they can’t grab and take away quickly. Identify your family’s irreplaceable items 
– those things you wouldn’t be able to replace if they were stolen or damaged (documents, 
jewelry, family photos, etc.), and purchase a safe with more than enough room to hold them all. 
Depending on its size, a safe could range in price from around $70 to $300 at your local home 
improvement store. Compared to the loss of your most valuable possessions, however, it may be 
a small price to pay.

Burglar Deterrents 

The best thing you can do is have eyes on your home at all times. Unfortunately, it’s not realistic 
to stay home and protect your home 24/7 – most people have obligations that keep them out 
of the house for most of the daylight hours, or longer. If that’s your situation, you might consider a 
security service. Professional home security systems, such as ADT, Frontpoint, and Protect America 
(the top three home security systems for 2015) are great deterrents, and their monthly payment 
plans may fit your budget. (cont’d on back)

3. Apple Picking – While the prices at 
apple orchards vary, you can almost 
always get more bang for your buck if 
you pick your own. Home-made apple 
pies, apple sauce, and caramel apples 
can make the effort well worth it!

4. Build a Scarecrow – Use old clothes 
from around the house and leaves 
from the yard to build your very own 
scarecrow. Why spend money on a 
store-bought version when you can 
make a fun day out of it?



Spooky Halloween Savings (cont’d)

Decorate on a Dime

We know it’s tempting to try and outshine your 
Halloween-obsessed neighbors and make your house 
the spookiest on the block. (We’re not saying you 
shouldn’t try to outdo them, just that you shouldn’t go 
broke doing it.)  Even though you’re on a budget, you 
can still decorate. Cut eye-holes in empty toilet paper 
rolls, insert a glow stick, and place around your yard 
to get instant scary monster eyes! If you want to make 
your front door part of the fun, cut out some scary 
facial features from construction paper to give it a 
ghoulish expression!

Have an Inexpensive Halloween Party

If you’re known as the party house on the block, you 
don’t have to cancel your fun just because your 
budget is tighter this year. You and your friends can 
still have a great time without over-spending. First, 
try to organize your party so that it actually falls on 
Halloween. This will help by making sure everyone 
comes in costume (which will act as decorations 
themselves), and trick-or-treating will take care of 
snacks for the kids! If you feel your home needs a bit 
of spooky décor on the inside, go with the traditional 
orange and black balloons and streamers. No one ever 
had a bad time at a party because the hosts didn’t 
spend hundreds of dollars on decorations.

Search Online

If you’re still looking for inexpensive ways to buy 
decorations, candy and costumes, we suggest taking 
to the internet. There are tons of spooky deals online at 
party supply websites, and most of their merchandise is 
sold in bulk, which makes it cheaper and ensures you’ll 
have plenty for years to come!

How to Minimize Loss from Burglary (cont’d)

If you have a beloved furry family member, or even if 
you don’t, consider adding a bright “Beware of Dog” 
sign to your fence or home as a signal to any potential 
intruders that they may be facing a serious dog attack 
if they make the wrong move. This method, of course, 
does NOT replace a professional security system, but it 
doesn’t hurt to add the threat of a bite!

Not everyone likes being in the spotlight – especially 
when they’re doing something wrong. You could opt to 
invest in motion-detector spotlights for the front, back 
and sides of your home, so that any potential break-in 
attempts will be exposed and thwarted immediately. 
You might also consider a camera system that will allow 
you to monitor your home while you’re at work. There 
are some systems that will even send real-time video to 
your smart-phone.

Take a Vacation with Peace of Mind

If you’re going to be leaving your home unoccupied 
for any extended period of time, you should only tell 
people who need to know, such as family members, 
close neighbors, the police, your mail carrier, as well as 
any cleaning, lawn, or other services that you pay to 
come to your home. Do not, under any circumstances, 
post on social media that you’ll be leaving home, 
nor should you ever post pictures from your vacation 
before you return. These actions broadcast to potential 
burglars, “Come on over! You won’t be caught!” 

Another tell-tale sign of an “all clear” for burglars is an 
empty driveway. The long-term parking lots at most 
airports are convenient, but if you use them you may 
inadvertently be providing potential burglars with the 
knowledge that no one is home. If you like to use the 
long-term parking lots, ask a neighbor to park one of 
their vehicles in your driveway while you’re away. 


